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MISHPACHA MAGAZINE .8

Pikudei 5774 -- Rabbi Meir Schuster, zt"| by Jonathan Rosenblum, February 26, 2014



No story better captures the passion that drove Reb Meir than one that took place when he was sitting
shiva for a three-year old daughter who had been struck by a truck. As Shabbos drew near, the thought
that there would be wandering Jews at the Kosel on leil Shabbos and he would not be there gave Reb

Meir no rest. In his eyes, they were like drowning brothers whom he must do everything possible to
save.

Reb Meir felt that his being there on leil Shabbos to find Shabbos hosts for them was a matter of pikuach
nefesh. The question was brought to the posek hado, HaGaon Ha Rav Yosef Shalom Elyashiv. He said

that Reb Meir was right, but the community would not understand, and therefore he must remain sitting
shiva.

They would not understand, for who else lived to the same degree with the consciousness that bringing
Jews into a connection with the Ribbono shel Olam through Torah is literally lifesaving work.
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